What can you do?

Noxious weed profile:

Puncturevine
(Tribulus terrestris)

Report it!

About the Carson City Weed Coalition

If you think you see puncturevine please let the
Carson City Weed Coalition know. If this plant is
growing on your property we can provide you
with treatment recommendations specific to your
property. See back page for contact info.

Map it!
Use the citizen science data
collection program EDDmapS
West to document infestation
location and size. Look for
“EDDmapS West” in your mobile
phone app store or report online
at www.eddmaps.org/west/
report/.

Check for
hitchhikers!

After recreating
and before going
to a new location,
check your boots,
vehicles, and pets
for plant parts and
seeds that may
have hitched a ride
with you.

The Carson City Weed Coalition (CCWC)
consists of federal, state, and local
agencies, along with private citizens
and landowners, all concerned with the
introduction and spread of noxious and
invasive weeds in the Carson River
Watershed.
The CCWC is available to assist the
community with proper identification
and provide recommendations for the
treatment of weeds.
3303 Butti Way, Building #9
Carson City, NV 89701
Phone: 775-283-7035
Email:
CarsonCityWeeds@gmail.com
Facebook: CCWeeds
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Puncturevine, commonly referred to as
“goatheads,” is a class C noxious weed. This
plant is notorious for popping bicycle tires
and getting stuck in shoes and paws.
Noxious weeds are extremely detrimental to
ecosystems we treasure and can be harmful
to humans and animals.
Carson City Municipal Codes 8.08.060 &
8.08.070 and Nevada Revised Statute
555.150 require that land owners treat
noxious weeds on their property.
Refer inside for information on puncturevine
and what YOU can do to help prevent it’s
spread.

Puncturevine Lifecycle

Puncturevine is
a hitchhiker!

Flowering &
Seed
Production
Germination

The seeds, aka “goat
heads” attach to shoes,
tires, and our pets. Pick
out seeds and throw in
the trash immediately
to prevent spreading to
new areas. Burning the
seeds will not always
kill them. Your best bet
is to throw the seeds
away.

Seed Production
Flowering
Germination

Seed Ripening
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For larger infestations, using
herbicides may be the most
time and cost efficient method.
Apply during late winter to
prevent germination and
during early summer prior to
seed production.
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Manual Removal

Herbicide

R
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Apply herbicide prior to
seed production

How do we treat puncturevine?
Hand-pull, dig, till, or
hoe plants before they
produce seeds. Bag
plants immediately and
take to a landfill.
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Hand-pull, dig, cultivate, or hoe;
don’t mow because too low
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PRIME TREATMENT
WINDOW (May-August)

Apply pre-emergent
herbicide
(February-March)

Puncturevine is an
annual plant that has
a 28 day lifecycle
from germination to
seed production.
Return to site every
three weeks to catch
the plant before it
produces seeds.

Within a few weeks
of germinating,
bright yellow flowers
appear, with the
goat head seeds
developing shortly
thereafter.

During the first few weeks of
its life, puncturevine develops
highly divided leaves that are
slightly fuzzy around the edges.
The plant will spread
horizontally up to 5 ft.

